
RA Masters Commission – Minutes
Monday 24th September 2013, 6.00pm

Attendees: John Whiting, Fenton Jones, Susan Linacre, David Eichler, Mark Mussared, Cameron
Allen
Apologies: Alan Nicol, Charles Lloyd-Jones, Nikki McAllen
N/A: Phil O’Dwyer

1. John Whiting welcomed all to the meeting

2. Sub-committees Reports
a. Australian Masters Championships Sub-committee

i. David reported that the 2014 AMC budget has almost been finalised, and
confirmed that the $15,000 grant from Events SA will cover the hire of the
spectator and catering marquee which will be erected in the same fashion as
the 2011 Australian Rowing Champs. They are still waiting to hear regarding
the Cooper’s sponsorship proposal, and are waiting on the Rowing SA board
to confirm the hosting agreement before it can be signed and returned to RA.
Mark confirmed that he has been in contact with Chris Grummitt regarding the
Order of Events and hopes to have something by the end of the week.

ii. John confirmed from FISA meetings that the passport scanning would not be
required for the 2014 WRMR, however competitor photos would be taken (by
consent) – more details below.  To facilitate this a booth or space may be
required at the 2014 AMC for FISA to take competitor photos for the WRMR,
at FISA’s expense.  John to confirm details of this when available.

b. Handicaps Sub-committee
i. Mark spoke to the report sent out which includes a series of plots showing

fastest times for age and boat class for masters men and prognostic speed.
This can then be turned into prognostic times and then handicaps.  Work is on-
going however preliminary results indicate handicaps in middle categories (D,
E, F) could decrease slightly, while older category handicaps could increase.

ii. Susan asked what the next step is in regards to the distribution and promotion
of data, indicating that there could be concerns in public perceptions of its
implementation given it’s based on the best competitors in ideal conditions.
Susan is to write a list of potential concerns and possible ways to address
concerns.

c. Alternative Events Sub-committee
i. Mark commented that he had a potential supplier of a coastal boat trailer,

which he will forward to Charles.  Asides from this nothing to report.



d. Privacy Sub-committee
i. Susan has drafted a letter to RA, which was distributed to the Commission.

There were no objections to the letter on the meeting, so Cameron will format
and forward.  John cautioned that change is unlikely to occur quickly and that
there will likely be push-back from FISA and logistical issues.

3. 2014 World Rowing Masters Regatta
a. John announced the appointment of the WRMR Project Manager as Greg Longden.
Greg is a current Master rower and Boat Race Official in Melbourne.  John, Greg and RA
staff are travelling to Ballarat this week for meetings with local council and suppliers.  John
confirmed the FISA Masters Commission will be doing a site inspection at Ballarat in
December.

4. FISA Masters Commission Varese Meetings
a. Medical Screening

i. The FISA Masters Commission suggested the RA Masters Commission write
to FISA directly expressing and detailing the Commission views regarding
compulsory medical screening prior to competition.

b. Scanning passports
i. FISA have already abandoned passport scanning for identification purposes,

in favour of a passport/driver’s license check, followed by a photograph being
taken and put onto an ID card.  The photograph is then stored by FISA for
future events.  John confirmed this would be an optional process, however if
not followed competitors as FISA Masters events would be required to carry a
copy of their license or passport in the boat with them at during racing.

5. Other Business
a. John mentioned that it would be a good thing to get an Australian representative on the

FISA Masters Commission when a space was available.  While this would be a long-
term goal, it would be good for Commission members to think about who may be
suitable candidates for such a role.

6. Next meeting – 4th November 2013

7. Close of meeting – 6.44pm


