
 

 

Minutes of Rowing Australia Masters Commission  
Teleconference 
13 February 2017 
 
Present: Susan Linacre ( acting Chair), Phil Titterton, Murray Stewart, Fenton Jones, Alice Evans 
Apologies: Alan Nicoll, Nikki McAllen, Mark Mussared  
 
With the recent formation of a Masters Committee for Rowing SA, Mark Mussared will return to the Australian 
Masters Rowing Commission as the South Australian representative.  
 
1.  Coastal Rowing: Discussion clarified that the purpose for contacting Warwick Marler was to discuss ways in 
which the two aspects of rowing could support each other, for example through cross promotion, in Australia. It 
was agreed it would be useful to invite Warwick to join the next meeting to discuss the potential benefits of such 
co-operation, and to provide more information on the FISA Rowing For All Commission.  
 
2.  AMRC rotation: It was clarified that Alice Evans will be taking on the role with the Masters Commission 
previously played by Cameron Allen. Alice agreed to follow up on the proposal of the 4 yearly rotation that was 
put to Rowing Australia by the Commission some time ago, at a coming meeting within Rowing Australia on the 
RA events strategy. She will then advise on the next steps for the Masters Commission to progress this within 
Rowing Australia.  
 
Noting that it is difficult for each new group tasked with running the AMRC as it rotates, to take on this 
challenging task, Murray Stewart advised that Rowing Queensland has set up a working group around event 
management to ensure the learnings from running the 2016 AMRC are documented.  The group is currently at 
the TOR phase.  
 
3.   Held Start Video 
Phil Titterton reported that production of the held starts video will occur over the next week or  so, with the aim 
of using it first in relation to the Trickett Regatta, and then for AMRC.  
 
4.  AMRC update:  
Alice will shortly be moving from her Rowing Vic role on the organisation of AMRC 2017 to her new role with RA. 
At this stage preparation are proceeding smoothly, with a current focus on ensuring an adequate number of 
volunteers. Nick Gall will provide future updates to the Commission.  
 
5. John Whiting Trophy 
Peer Richards has recently advised that the maker for the J Whiting Trophy is unable to complete the trophy for 
the May deadline. The Commission discussed the options of postponing the presentation of the trophy to the 
following year, or proceeding with the presentation in the absence of the trophy. It was agreed that this year 
provided a special opportunity to provide the trophy in John's home state, where a number of his fellow rowers 
and family would be able to attend, and also had the benefit of not delaying the recognition of his contribution.  
 
It was therefore agreed we should go ahead with the presentation, using a proxy (such as a photo of the trophy 
or an already existing trophy in the same design if one could be borrowed for the occasion). A presentation of the 
Commission Cup for women should proceed at the same time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

4. RA Digital Strategy 
The workshop held by RA was seen as very positive and covered broad themes identifying a number of key 
priorities. The next step for the group organising the workshop is to get back to individual attendees to follow up 
with particular groups eg school kids, masters, coaches to assess the needs of the particular rowing communities.  
 
In terms of an RA masters web page, Alice agreed to follow up its feasibility. There was agreement we wanted 
the RA masters web page to hold things centrally that were common across masters rowing community eg 
handicaps. State association web pages would link to this. Within RA there is the issue of what should be held 
centrally for all rowers, and what might be on the masters web page. Heat policy is a good example: there might 
be one central policy held on the RA site, not reinvented in all states, however  given particular health issues with 
heat for older rowers, there might be an entry on the RA masters web page explaining the significance of the 
heat policy as we age.  
 
6. Alice was congratulated on her new role and welcomed to the Masters Commission meetings. Alice will be 
provided with a list of dates for future meetings.  
 
7. Other Business 
No other business was raised.  
 

 
 


