
 

 

Information Update 
2016 Rowing Australia US Based National Talent Pathway Plan 

 
Overview  

• Rowing Australia’s primary goal for the US Based Pathway is for athletes to return to Australia, be 
selected and perform well in our Senior and ultimately, an Olympic Team. U23 Team selection, 
participation and performance, while an important step on the journey, is not the final destination. 

• Rowing Australia has invested significantly in supporting US Based athletes and understanding the 
context that Australian athletes find themselves in, in the US. The investment is reviewed annually 
and is considered carefully against the investment made in supporting Australian based athletes. 

• RA supports the athlete choice to attend college in the US – but does not encourage it. We 
understand the multi-factorial reasons why parents and students make the choice to leave home and 
attend College in the US. When considering High Performance rowing outcomes alone, RA supports 
Australian-based coaching and training environments above those that can be found in other parts 
of the world.  

• To support those that do make the choice to pursue Tertiary Education in the US, RA will continue to 
have a presence is the US each year so that we can maintain contact with US-Based athletes and help 
them understand the pathway back into the Australian Rowing Team – should they have the ability 
and wish to pursue it. 
 
2016. Why change the approach used in recent years? 

• 2016 is an Olympic Year. Therefore, there are changes to the international season that will alter our 
approach; 

• The length of time between the end of the NCAA/IRA Season and the start of the U19, U23 and Non-
Olympic World Championships in Rotterdam is 12 weeks. RA cannot afford to maintain a base in the 
US for that entire period and we do not believe that it is in the best interests of the athletes to do so. 

• RA’s priority for investment in 2016 is the Olympic and Paralympic Campaign in Rio de Janeiro, 
therefore we are utilising the available funding for Underage Teams in 2016 to conduct a selection 
process in Australia for US-based athletes as a trial for 2016. We will assess effectiveness before 
deciding on options for 2017 and beyond.  

• We have added an additional annual camp into our National Talent Pathways Program that is 
intended (in part) to support qualifying Graduated US-Based athletes aimed at assisting them 
successfully make the transition back into the Australian context and achieve Senior Team selection. 
 
The date in late June has been chosen to: 

• align the US Based Athlete Trials with the U21 Competition v NZ, and the AUS U19 and U23 Race 
Camp – to maximize the learning opportunities for all and bring the team together well before 
arriving in Europe 

• allow sufficient time between the end of the US Season for athletes to return to Australia and 
acclimatize 

• allow US Based Athletes some time at home – there will be little time after the World Championships 
before College begins 

• allow direct comparison between the performance of US Based athletes and Australian based 
athletes (to quell suggestions that either group is preferred) 

• Ensure the whole Team has the opportunity to travel into Europe together, minimising the potential 
for team divisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Who pays? 
In 2016 it is estimated that Rowing Australia will contribute nearly half a million dollars to the 2016 
Junior, U23 and Non-Olympic World Rowing Championships and the 2016 Trans-Tasman 
Campaigns.  
 
This investment covers the cost of running trials (staffing, venue hire, emergency services etc.) and 
includes the maximum that can be afforded to subsidise the cost of travelling and competing 
internationally. Athletes (whether Australia or US-based), are responsible to cover the cost of 
attendance at trials and make a contribution (Seat Fee) to the total cost of international touring.  
 
What are the arrangements beyond the June trials if selected? 
The arrangements post June selection trials will be coach dependent. Coaches for these crews will be 
appointed after the completion of the 2016 Senior selection process. The details regarding the 
period of training and preparation between the June selection trials and departure for the World 
Championships will be known and communicated by the end of April 2016. 
 
Choice 
Ultimately, participation in the Rowing Australia National Talent Pathway and the associated 
National Team programs is a choice.  
 
More information 
Rowing Australia will continue to engage with those athletes prospective or nominating for the 2016 
Under 23 Australian Rowing Team via its various mediums. This will include periodic email updates 
with further information (including info on trials, seat fees breakdowns etc) and updates to the 
Rowing Australia website. Both Australian and US-based athletes should ensure they regularly check 
their emails (including Junk folders) to ensure all communication is received.  
 
To clarify anything in this document, please contact:  
Barnaby Eaton 
National Talent Pathway Manager 
Barnaby.eaton@rowing.ausportnet.com  
Mob: +61 418 822 247 
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