
 
 

SUMMARY OF R.A. MASTERS’ COMMISSION BUSINESS  2017 
 
The inaugural John Whiting Memorial Trophy was presented by Pamela 
Whiting to the winning mens’ and womens’ Championship Club 8 crews at the 
Masters Rowing Championships in Nagambie in May. 
Given the enthusiastic response to this first joint award, the Commission has 
decided the trophy will carry the names of the winning mens’ and womens’ 
Championship Club 8s, and earlier plans for a separate womens’ award have 
been abandoned. 
 
A dedicated trophy is being crafted by Mr Andrew Foreman of South Australia 
and when completed the trophy will be engraved with the names of the winning 
Clubs, women on one side and men on the other, starting with the inaugural 
event winners in 2015. 
On the base will be inscribed  “In memory of John Whiting (1948 – 2016), 
Chairman of the RA Masters Commission 2012 – 2015.  
His vision, passion and leadership created the Club 8 Championship events at 
AMRC.”  
 
                        ****************************************** 
 
In response to increasing complaints to R.A. about the Order of Events for the 
Masters Championships at Nagambie this year, the Commission undertook a 
review of the most recent (2013) schedule and is compiling a revised schedule. 
This will be endorsed for use at the 2018 Championships. 
 
                        ******************************************* 
 
Pursuant to the National Events Strategy (2016), Rowing Australia  
a) has successfully introduced the National Indoor Rowing Championships.   
b) is publicising Coastal Rowing events on its website.  

 
                      ********************************************             
Starting calls for handicapped races were reviewed, and analysis of results 
from the last three Masters Championships showed the current system had not 
disadvantaged any place-getter.  
A computer-generated count should soon replace timed calls. 
 
Also a preliminary L-grade handicap was derived for 1X, 2X and 2- classes and 
feedback is awaited from its use at regattas before it is recommended for official 
adoption. 
 
                         **************************************  
 
The 2018 Masters Championships will be held at Lake Barrington May 10–13th. 
 
                          **************************************** 



 
The FISA World Rowing Masters Regatta held on Lake Bled, Slovenia 
,September 6–10, was the largest ever, with 4700 athletes from 860 clubs 
competing.  
 Australia with 197 athletes from 39 clubs, had the 5th largest representation, 
demonstrating the strength of Masters rowing in this country. 
 
For the first time, a mens’ and a womens’ Club trophy was awarded to the club 
accruing the most points from racing purely club crews. FISA introduced this 
trophy to encourage club crew participation, emulating the 2015 RAMC  
initiative, the Fastest Club Medal.  
FISA are also very interested in the Australian Masters handicap system, 
especially our work on handicaps for the older categories (70+), and two 
Commissioners met the FISA Masters’ Commission Chair, Tone Pahle, and her 
staff at Bled to discuss this and other matters. 
 
                            **************************************** 
 
In July, Fenton Jones resigned as the Tasmanian Masters’ representative, having 
made a valuable contribution to the reconstituted Commission since its inception 
in 2013.  
Andrew Streeter joined the RAMC as the Tasmanian representative in August.  


