
 
 

 

 

MINUTES 
Rowing Australia Masters Commission  
Meeting: Monday 17 June 2019 
6pm AEST / 5.30pm ACST, 4pm AWST 
 

Invitees 
Alan Nicol, Phil Titterton, Mark Mussared, Karen Clay, Kath Savage, Alice 
Evans. 

Apologies Nikki McAllen, Murray Stewart, Andrew Streeter 

1. 
Minutes of April 
Meeting 

- Approved as is. 

2 

AMRC Venues – 

2020 – 2030 

 

- It was flagged that some of the masters community may find it 

hard to accept going to distance requiring travel in consecutive 

years. 

- Community may not be keen to spend additional holiday time in 

Tasmania for the 3rd time in three years. 

- There is a risk that numbers of competitors will be down in 2020. 

- It would be interesting to survey membership on this before next 

year is announced, however timing may not enable this. 

- Lack of growth in participation is a big issue, the numbers are not 

increasing and we need to work on incentivise growth in this area, 

targeting the masters community that may not travel for an AMRC. 

- Event will most likely be place in each state over the next 10 years 

(with multiple in NSW). 

This is supported by the research which indicated the community 

members want to compete in NSW more often, we will go to NSW 

3 times in the next 10 years under the current model. 

- Tasmania and WA Governments have both put their hand up again 

in the next few years. 

- The pressure point in Tasmania in 2020.  If that could be flipped it 

would be ideal, however the Tasmanian Government are asking for 

more events sooner, they are not supportive of a delay. 

- For transparency and to ensure community support, we need to 

advertise why we are looking at this calendar of venue allocation 

and encourage the people to support it. 

o Development of the sport in each state 

o Improvements in infrastructure and money to assist to in 

improving the events. 

- If we could offer a financial incentive to the community, would 

that help mitigate some of the risk? 

o Yes, subsidy for the transportation of boats would be 

appreciated. 

o People transport is ok 

o Seat fees are ok 

o Boats to Tasmania is expensive. 

o Examine use of containers to get boats to regattas. 



 
 

 

 

o Might be an option to use containers to get them to the 

venue, however $10000 to container from Corio Bay to 

Perth? Very expensive but worth comparative analysis. 

- If we go back to Tasmania next year and the numbers are down? 

o What will the state government think of this?   

o Will that effect their commitment 

- ACT are very interested in 2024, a jubilee of the last time they held 

National 

- SA option for an event in the next 5 years. 

- We could be delivering an event in 2020 that has a lot more 

around it (as it would be used as a venue and workforce test event 

for the 2021 ARC) and would need to promote this as an 

advantage of going back to Tasmania. 

- The venue enhancements that funding provides would be used by 

the full community.  

o Finish tower improvements 

o Amendments to the start 

o Victory pontoon 

o Updates to Davey’s Bay Lodge  

- Board read correspondence put forward in May and are keen to 

have dialogue on this to confirm where the MC is sitting. 

Outcomes 

- We need to advertise that this is a benefit to the community by 

raising the standard of the venues and improving rowing for the 

whole community. Subsidies would be appreciated. 

- MC to put together a view from the Commission to pass onto the 

Board for the Board to consider before we finalise with state 

government. 

- The Commission agree in principle but have some issues in the 

short term 

 

Action: AN to put a draft together of Board Paper. 

 

3. 

Masters 

Participation 

 

- RA working through some participation strategies. 

- AE putting together some statistics around numbers of master’s 

rowers in the community v those competing at local master’s 

events v competing at the AMRC. 

- A view to put together a working group to work on masters 

participation to include state CEO, RA, MC etc. 

 

Action: At the next meeting discuss who from the MC should be on the 

working group on Masters Participation. 

 

4. Other Business 

 

- Alan reported photos showing the winning men’s and 
women’s Championship 8s crews with the dedicated John 



 
 

 

 

Whiting Memorial Trophy,  had been sent to Andrew 
Foreman who crafted the Trophy, along with a letter of 
thanks for his contribution to the AMRC. 

- Alan reported I had written to Nancy Churchill advising that 
the RAMC would not take up the offer to contribute to her 
book on Masters Rowing. 

- Discussion around Phillip’s agenda item and agreed the 
following principles be considered as an addendum for 
Masters Regattas 

a) Publishing an early draw soon after the close of entries;  
b) Using the maximum number of lanes in drawing up the 

schedule of racing;  
c) Making provision for a “fastest non-qualifying” crew to 

progress to the next level if progression system doesn’t 
allow the 3 fastest crews in each heat / semi to progress. 

 
Currently C. 1.2 Event race schedule in the 2015 AMRC Regatta 
Manual states “The Final Race Schedule is then released as soon as 
practical following the close of the Withdrawal Without Penalty 
period. The lane Draw will then take place for the first day’s racing 
following the Competitors Briefing on the day prior to competition 
starting”.  
B.5.3 "The Start List for the following days racing shall be released by 
1.00pm the day prior”. 
Action: for discussion at the next meeting. 
 

5. Next Meeting Monday 15 July 2019 6.00pm AEST 

 


