
 
 

 

 

MINUTES 
Rowing Australia Masters Commission  
Meeting: Monday 17 February 2020 
6pm AEDST / 5.30pm ACST / 5pm AEST / 3pm AWST 
Via Zoom link in meeting invite or 02 8015 2088 and passcode: 7593973950 
 
 

Invitees 
Andrew Streeter (TAS), Mark Mussared (SA), Alan Nicoll (WA, Chair), Phil Titterton (NSW), Ian 
Holzberger (QLD), Alice Evans (RA) 

Apologies Alison Creagh (ACT), Rob Prescott (TAS), Chris Grummitt, Karen Clay (WA), Nikki McAllen (VIC) 

1. 
Minutes of January meeting 

- Moved Philip & Seconded Ian 

2. 

AMRC 2020 Update 
- Preparation going well 
- Boat hire 
- Entries open tomorrow 

3. 

Progression System Discussion 
- Proposed solution to PT comments post 2019 event 
- Events where there are 17-24 entrants, run a “semifinal” qualification event for the 

3rd and 4th place getters to ensure an 8 lane final (3 heats 1,2->FA, 3,4 to S1 (1,2->FA) 
 

4 

Interstate Regatta – average age and use of handicaps 
- Smaller states – WA, ACT, SA, TAS would benefit from a larger scope (C, D, E) 
- Could limit to not allow A category athletes. 
- Could be a temptation to game the system by having your crew in the older age 

group (E). The advantage from rowing in front is very strong. 
- Peak of competitors remains at D for people who enter the regatta. 
- AE to send around data on actual entrants in the AMRC (age by state / gender). 
- Potential to have a blanket start and apply the handicap – does not work to calculate 

at the finish. 
- Gives the smaller states more flexibility and opportunity to be competitive rather 

than boating an older crew which is not. 
- Smaller states to canvas their communities widely on their thoughts. 
- Some analysis of the spread of ages in their crews from 2019 (AE to circulate) 

5. 

Lightweight 1X events, for consideration by masters community and masters commission 

- Send proposal to entrants in AMRC so they can chat amongst themselves at AMRC 
this year.  Following that, send a direct survey on the matter 

- Discussion on PT proposal (Alan previously circulated) 

- Concern around “saving space” in the final for the lightweight crews. 

- Only run separate heats is numbers allow. 

6. 

Para Interstate Events 

- Continue discussion moving forward 

- There are some para athletes at masters ages. 

- Whether we would conduct the event as PR3 then handicap for PR1 or PR2 if 
necessary. 



 
 

 

 

- Canvas states letting them know we are keen for this to be added to the program 
when we have some entries from the states. 

7. 

Point Score System Review 

- Concept of awarding points to all finalists as per the World Masters example would 
increase interest and participation. 

- AMN to discuss implementation with AE 

8. 

Masters Communication Page (updates) 

- No updates at this stage.  
- Masters Communication page to be used as source of information to Masters 

- Publicise its relevance, and ensure regular updates. 

9. 
Progress by RA in announcing venues for AMRC after 2020 in Tasmania 

- Still to be announced – looking at 20 February 2020 

10. 

Other Business 

- Doping to be discussed to heighten awareness, nothing formal to be instituted at 
AMRC. 

- MM to discuss with AE the implementation of the 4-/4+ handicaps with Rowing 
Manager. 

Next Meeting: Monday 16 March 2020 

 


