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Ian Robson 

CEO

Hometown: Hobart, Australia

Based in: Melbourne – travelling to Canberra, 
Australia

Role: Reporting into the Chairman and to the 
Board of Directors, Ian is responsible for providing 
leadership, direction and overall management of 
the activities and services of Rowing Australia. He 
is also be responsible for implementing Rowing 
Australia’s high performance plan, “Campaign 
Number One”, ensuring we meet any requirements 
set by the Australian Sports Commission and also 
ensuring our ‘Whole of Sport’ vision is met as it 
forms a key driver of the commercial strategy to 
develop new revenue streams. He plays a critical 
role in building a winning culture and growing 
participation in rowing.

Outside of rowing: Ian is a keen follower of all 
sports and enjoys playing golf. He is married with 
two children.

Jaimee Newick 

Office Manager
EA to Ian Robson 

Hometown: Auckland, New Zealand

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Jaimee’s role within RA sees her work 
closely with CEO, Ian Robson, as well as CFO, 
Dhuse Manogram. She provides administrative 
support to both Ian and Dhuse, organising their 
diaries and travel. She manages the Rowing 
Australia office in Canberra, and provides support to 
the staff based in Penrith at the Hancock 
Prospecting National Training Centre. Jaimee 
manages the McVilly-Pearce pin presentations and 
provides support at the Aon Sydney International 
Rowing Regatta. 

Outside of rowing: Jaimee enjoys road cycling 
and spending time with her young family.

Emily McOrist

Chief Commercial Officer

Hometown: Stratford upon Avon, U.K. 

Based in: Canberra / Armidale, Australia

Role: As a member of the RA Leadership Team, I 
manage the Commercial arm of the organisation, 
which includes the Marketing and Events 
Business Units. With my team we drive the 
commercialisation efforts of RA across events, 
fundraising and sponsorship. We also drive 
awareness of RA and support the sport’s business 
aims through our communications. This includes 
supporting the promotion of the high performance 
team both nationally and internationally, as well as 
increasing awareness of the sport to drive 
participation domestically. 

Outside of rowing: In my spare time I like to use 
sport as an outlet, I completed an Ironman in the 
UK in 2019 and plan to take on Port Macquarie 
Ironman in May 2021. Living in Armidale there are 
lots of MTB trails, so I have just bought a bike to 
enjoy these.  I also enjoy field hockey, and play 
centre or right forward. Beyond sport, I enjoy 
exploring and have travelled extensively with my 
husband, Jock, which I hope to continue soon.

Dhuse Manogram

Chief Financial Officer

Hometown: Subang Jaya, Malaysia  

Based in: Canberra, Australia 

Role: Dhuse’s role encompasses the following areas:

• Implementation of strategy and operational 
alignment

• Providing leadership, direction and 
management of RA’s Finance and 
Administration Team

• Providing strategic recommendations to the 
CEO and members of the Leadership Team

• Managing the processes for financial 
forecasting and budgets, and overseeing the 
preparation of all financial reporting

• Advising on long-term business and financial 
planning

• Establishing and developing relations with 
stakeholders and external partners

• Reviewing all formal Finance, HR, Compliance 
and IT related matters

Dhuse’s aim is to provide value at all levels of the 
business while building meaningful and lasting 
interpersonal relationships.

Outside of rowing: Dhuse’s interest includes 
hiking and high adrenaline activities. 

Taneesh Raj 
Ahmad 

Accountant

Hometown: New Delhi

Based in: Canberra, Australia 

Role: Contributing to the effective workings of the 
finance department by executing daily tasks utilizing 
accounting knowledge and problem-solving skills.
• Ensuring the accuracy of financial documents, 

as well as their compliance with relevant laws 
and regulations.

• Preparing and maintaining important financial reports.
• Preparing tax returns and ensuring that taxes are paid 

properly and on time.
• Evaluating financial operations to recommend 

best-practices, identify issues and strategize solutions, 
and help organisations run efficiently.

• Offering guidance on cost reduction, revenue 
enhancement, and profit maximization.

• Conducting forecasting and risk analysis assessments.
• Responsible for ensuring that financial records are 

compliant with the relevant laws and regulations.

Outside of rowing: I have a keen interest in adventure 
sports such as Climbing both indoors and outdoors 
along with a weekly dose of Mountain Biking. A fitness 
enthusiast at heart. Daily strength training makes up a 
major chunk of my time. I am also a Flute player on the 
flipside and have a keen ear for music as well.

Sarah Luo

Accountant

Hometown: Rugao, China

Based in: Canberra, Australia 

Role: 
• Running accounts payable and receivable.

• Ensuring the accuracy of financial documents, 
as well as their compliance with relevant laws 
and regulations.

• Preparing and maintaining important financial 
reports.

• Preparing tax returns and ensuring that taxes are 
paid properly and on time.

• Evaluating financial operations to recommend 
best-practices, identify issues and strategize 
solutions, and help organisations run efficiently.

• Offering guidance on cost reduction, revenue 
enhancement, and profit maximization.

• Conducting forecasting and risk analysis 
assessments.

• Responsible for ensuring that financial records 
are compliant with the relevant laws and 
regulations.

Outside of rowing: Painting and cooking.

Bernard Savage

Performance Director 

Hometown: Bundaberg, Australia 

Based in: Melbourne – travelling between 
Canberra and Sydney, Australia 

Role: Bernard’s role sees him responsible for 
strategic and operational leadership of the High 
Performance unit. One of the key aspects of this 
role is to act as a conduit between Rowing Australia 
and the Australian Institute of Sport. His role sees 
him work closely with the Deputy Performance 
Director, the two Head Coaches, the Head Coach 
of Para-rowing and also the High Performance 
Operations Manager. He is a member of the High 
Performance Commission and ensures the smooth 
running of the High Performance Program and 
National Training Centres. 

Outside of rowing: Bernard enjoys the 
Mornington Peninsula, running, riding. He also 
listens to old records and makes his own wine.

Jaime Fernandez

Deputy Performance 
Director 

Hometown: Nhulunbuy, N.T, Australia 

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Jaime (also known as Hamma) oversees 
Rowing Australia’s Pathway Program and sits on 
Rowing Australia’s High Performance Commission. 
Hamma’s role within the Pathway Program includes 
strategic and operational leadership, relationship 
management and working closely with our key 
partners on delivery of their bespoke pathway 
programs, overseeing the selection processes of 
our Underage Pathway Teams, working closely with 
the Pathways Head Coach, Pathways Sports 
Science Lead and the Pathways Manager. 

Outside of rowing: Hamma is kept busy with two 
wonderful teenagers and enjoys life out on the 
family property in Yass. He is a big fan of country 
music and small town living. 

Alice Evans

Competition and 
Events Manager 

Hometown: Melbourne, Australia

Based between: Melbourne and Canberra, Australia 

Role: Alice is responsible for the smooth delivery 
of Rowing Australia’s larger on water competitions, 
the Aon Sydney International Rowing Regatta and 
the Australian Masters Rowing Championships. 
Alice also manages Rowing Australia’s corporate 
event program, namely Rower of the Year Awards. 
She works to deliver suitable competition 
conditions, ensures we have Boat Race Officials at 
events and plans the race schedules.

Outside of rowing: Alice spends time with her 
husband and two daughters and enjoys traveling, 
helping out in the local community, gardening and 
visiting wineries. 

Sarah Carnahan

Marketing and 
Sponsorship 
Manager

Hometown: Bowral, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Sarah’s role encompasses the following areas:

•   Maintaining and building the Rowing Australia 
brand to ensure consistency

•   Be the main point of contact for all sponsor 
enquiries and needs

•   Work with various departments to ensure that all 
marketing and sponsorship needs are being met

•   Develop and implement marketing plans for 
various RA events in conjunction with internal 
stakeholders

•   Establishing and maintaining relations with all 
sponsors and other external stakeholders

Sarah’s aim is to build meaningful relationships with 
external stakeholders as well as maintaining and 
growing Rowing Australia’s brand.

Outside of rowing: Sarah’s interests include 
playing touch football and visiting her family.

Lucy Benjamin

Communications and 
Government Relations 
Manager

Hometown: London, United Kingdom

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Lucy manages all of RA’s outward facing 
communications – be it our newsletters, social 
media, stakeholder communications, websites and 
videos. She also manages all our national teams’ 
media enquiries and promotion throughout the 
year. Her government relations role sees her build 
relationships and partnerships with local and 
federal government to better leverage our sport in 
the wider community. 

Outside of rowing: Lucy moved to Australia back 
in 2013 having previously lived in Dubai working 
for the International Cricket Council. She is an 
active skier and is a qualified Giant Slalom referee. 

Gill Appleby

Graphic Designer 
(Contractor)

Hometown: Melbourne, Australia

Role: Gill has been working with RA over a number 
of years to deliver our graphic design content. 
This includes working on all our outward facing 
publications, as well as our digital assets such as 
newsletters, presentations, posters, leaflets and 
corporate content.  

Brett Frawley

Videographer
(Contractor)

Hometown: Canberra, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Brett’s organisation, Good Shout, works with 
Rowing Australia to deliver engaging video content 
to its stakeholders and the wider community. The 
content Brett delivers, alongside Rowing Australia, 
covers our national events, our pathway and elite 
rowing programs as well as other RA initiatives. 

Outside of rowing: Brett works also with 
Swimming Australia and the Australian Paralympic 
Committee to deliver their video content. 

Fred Taylor
ARC Event – 
Project Manager
(Contractor)

Hometown: Sydney, Australia

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: Fred is the Project Manager for the 
Australian Rowing Championships. His role sees 
him managing RA’s relationships with suppliers 
and contractors for the event, including the 
Sydney International Regatta Centre. He ensures 
that Rowing Australia deliver a consistently high 
quality event.

Cassia Petridis  

ARC – Event Operations 
Coordinator (Contractor)

Hometown: Sydney, Australia

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: Cassia works alongside Fred to help deliver 
the Australian Rowing Championships. 
She is responsible for all on-site contractors and 
oversight of the set-up and take-down of 
contractors, suppliers and vendors at the event.

Ian Wright

Men’s Head Coach

Hometown: Hamilton, New Zealand

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Ian is responsible for the management and 
delivery of the Men’s National Training Centre 
program in Canberra. He develops and plans the 
delivery of the men’s training and competition 
program. He works closely with the two senior 
men’s coaches to deliver the program on a daily 
basis. Ian is one of the national team selectors for 
the senior men’s crews and travels with the 
national team as the Men’s Head Coach.

Outside of rowing: Ian enjoys spending time with 
his family and going to the beach for a swim.

Mark Prater 

Senior Men’s Coach

Hometown: Sydney, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: One of two Senior Men’s Coaches, Mark 
coaches athletes at the Reinhold Batschi Men’s 
National Training Centre in Canberra. He works 
alongside Ian Wright and Andrew Randell in 
delivering the men’s program, is a men’s team 
selector and travels with the national team when 
they compete overseas.  

Outside of rowing: In no particular order – Mark 
enjoys wine, cheese, cooking and AFL. 

Andrew Randell  

Senior Men’s Coach

Hometown: Perth, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: One of two Senior Men’s Coaches, Andy 
coaches athletes at the Reinhold Batschi Men’s 
National Training Centre in Canberra. He works 
alongside Ian Wright and Mark Prater in delivering 
the men’s program in Canberra, is a men’s team 
selector and travels with the national team when 
they compete overseas. 

Outside of rowing: Andy has a medical doctorate 
in osteoporosis and is married with five children.

Phil Cossens

Senior Physiotherapist

Hometown: Canberra, Australia 

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Phil’s primary role is to provide day to day 
servicing to the Reinhold Batschi Men’s NTC and 
to oversee the provision of physiotherapy services 
to the Hancock Prospecting NTC in Penrith, 
alongside Tristan Shipsides. As the RA Lead 
Physio he also assists with the process of 
allocating physiotherapists to the Australian 
Rowing at the Senior, Under 23, Under 21 and 
Junior levels. He works also with domestic physio 
providers to provide the best possible support for 
athletes involved in rowing throughout the county 
at various SIS/SAS programs. 

Outside of rowing: Phil will take any opportunity 
to get outdoors, and is a passionate scuba diver. 
He is married with a son who loves riding his 
bmx bike.

Nathan Versey

Physiologist

Hometown: Canberra, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Nathan’s role sees him specifically tasked to 
lead as well as assist the athletes and coaches at 
the RBNTC (and the whole National Team when he 
is travelling with them) with all aspects of the high 
performance rowing program with a key focus 
around physiology, biomechanics and performance 
and analysis aspects of their training environment.   

Outside of rowing: Nathan is a keen cyclist and 
has a young family.

Kirsten Everett

Strength and Conditioning 
Coach, Reinhold Batschi 
Men’s NTC

Hometown: Sydney, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Kirsten provides strength and conditioning 
coaching and sport science support to the 
Reinhold Batschi Men’s National Training Centre.   

Outside of rowing: Kirsten enjoys travelling, 
spending time at the beach and skiing in her 
spare time.

Brett Smith

Specialist Consultant 

Hometown: Hamilton, New Zealand

Role: Brett’s role with Rowing Australia sees him 
consult the men’s rowing program around sport 
science.

Dr Lisa Elkington 

Principal Medical Officer 

Hometown: Newcastle, Australia

Based in: Sydney, Australia 

Role: Dr Elkington provides strategic leadership 
and is responsible for the development, provision 
and management of world-class sports medicine 
services for Rowing Australia. The role covers both 
Olympic and Paralympic programs and is delivered 
in collaboration with RA’s network partners. The 
role includes the provision of direct clinical services 
(consultations) to rowers in the National Training 
Centres and for domestic and overseas activity as 
appropriate. 

Outside of rowing: Lisa is a keen long distance 
runner, coffee enthusiast, and is dedicated to all 
things sport and medicine.

Bronwen Lundy

Senior Nutritionist

Hometown: Sydney, Australia 

Based in: Canberra, Australia 

Role: Bronwen’s role is to set the direction of the 
nutrition service for rowing both in providing the 
best support and feedback on nutrition practices as 
well as the more practical aspects of food provision. 
This could include providing recommendations on 
changes to body composition, how to periodise 
nutrition intake to training load and strategies for 
managing competition in the heat. Bronwen works 
directly with the Men’s National Training Centre in 
Canberra and oversees the nutrition delivery across 
rowing programmes including national teams from 
the pathway through to our senior teams. 

Outside of rowing: Bronwen spent five years in 
England working for the English Institute of Sport 
before moving back to Australia. Bronwen enjoys 
gardening, running and eating chocolate and has a 
special aptitude for finding flavoured milk poppers 
in any country the team travels to.

Bianca Fermi

Athlete Wellbeing & 
Engagement Manager

Hometown: Cape Town, South Africa

Based in: Canberra (with regular travel to Penrith) 

Role: My role is to support the performance of the 
athletes by engaging their lifestyle management, 
wellbeing and preparation for transition points 
through their rowing journey, working in 
collaboration with the coaches and high 
performance staff. I believe that supporting the 
athletes and coaches to manage their performance 
lifestyle as well as prepare for the future is key to 
creating space for the athletes to focus on giving 
their best in training, at competitions and in life. 

Outside of rowing: I have recently moved from the 
UK where I was I working in leadership coaching 
for an investment bank in London and before that I 
worked for the English Institute of Sport with 
British Sailing, British Skeleton and England 
Netball. I enjoy the outdoors, cafes, and dabble in 
triathlons! I also do pro-bono coaching work with 
entrepreneurs and start-ups.

Lyall McCarthy 

Pathways Head Coach

Hometown: Kempsey, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Lyall is the Head Coach Pathways and 
works closely with the Pathway Performance 
Director Jaime Fernandez. The team’s goal is to 
develop talented underage athletes to perform at 
the respective Underage World Championships 
and provide direction to prepare athletes to the 
appropriate level to enter the NTC National 
programs. Lyall’s role includes working with, and 
developing our up and coming coaches, as well as 
creating an effective and cohesive working 
relationship with the network of highly experienced 
professional coaches within the Pathway system. 
Lyall’s Head Coach role includes the Junior, U21 
and U23 Australian Rowing Teams as well as the 
Senior athletes not in the NTC programs, and 
serves as an Underage Team Selector.

Outside of rowing: Lyall is an Apiarist and 
supplies RA with his delicious honey, breeds 
French Marans (the only eggs James Bond will eat) 
and is a prolific vegetable grower producing the 
best tomatoes in Canberra.

Naomi Wagstaff

High Performance 
Pathways Manager

Hometown: Canberra, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Working closely with the Deputy 
Performance Director and Pathways Head Coach 
Naomi supports RA’s Pathway Program, ensuring 
effective working relationships with key state 
partners and management of the National 
Categorisation process. She administratively 
supports RA’s High Performance Commission and 
is an active contributor to the implementation of 
RA’s culture work.

Outside of rowing: Loves reading a good book.

Dr Tony Rice

Rowing Science Lead
- Pathways

Hometown: Canberra, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Tony is responsible for developing the sports 
science curriculum for the Talent Pathways 
program, including overseeing the development of 
high performance technology products, developing 
a Pathways Coach Education Diploma, and 
designing a curriculum for Talent Pathways 
coaches, athletes and programs that will ensure the 
delivery of best practice strength and conditioning 
and nutrition programs in the Daily Training 
Environment for Pathways athletes. Tony is also the 
2018 Australian Junior Rowing Team Manager.

Outside of rowing: Tony enjoys long distance 
road cycling.

John Bowes

Pathway Transition 
Manager

Hometown: Brisbane, Australia

Based in: Brisbane, Queensland, Australia – 
traveling extensively domestically and internationally.

Role: My role focuses on helping the transition of 
athletes from school to club, along with working on 
our US-based athlete engagement (including those 
Australian athletes intending to study in the US) to 
support our National High Performance Pathway 
Program.

Outside of rowing: Family and exercise (now 
walking!). I am a lover of all sports, especially AFL, 
Rugby League and an avid theatre-goer especially 
drama, lots of reading and movies.

Tristan Shipsides

Senior Physiotherapist

Hometown: Warwick, United Kingdom

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: Based out of the Hancock Prospecting 
Women’s National Training Centre, Tristan 
administers the physiotherapy program for the 
female athletes based at the centre and travels 
with the national team when required. He works 
alongside Lead Physiotherapist, Phil Cossens.

Outside of Rowing: Tristan and his wife have a 
young daughter and he is a passionate photographer.

Erin McCleave

Physiologist

Hometown: Rutherglen, Australia

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: Erin’s role sees her specifically tasked to 
provide sport science delivery to the athletes and 
coaches at the HPNTC (and the whole Senior National 
Team when she is travelling with them), with key 
focuses around physiology and performance analysis 
in both training and competition environments.

Outside of Rowing: Erin has research interests in 
heat and altitude training. Having previously been 
a competitive swimmer, she now enjoys playing a 
variety of different sports, and likes to cook and 
travel in her spare time.

Samantha Lewis

Nutritionist

Hometown: Sydney, Australia

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: Samantha's primary role is to provide 
nutrition services to the Women's National Training 
Centre in Penrith. This involves working with 
athletes one-on-one, and as a group to support 
body composition goals, advise on nutritional 
requirements for varying training loads and 
competition, support specific clinical needs for 
athletes, and sustain a positive nutrition 
environment at the NTC. Samantha also provides 
nutrition support and education to Rowing 
Australia pathways athletes either through 
education materials, working with their local sports 
dietitian or directly supporting the athletes.

Outside of Rowing: Samantha also works in 
private practice and as the dietitian for an NRL club 
in Sydney. She enjoys open water swimming, and 
going to the gym but one of her favourite things to 
do is go out for breakfast and a good coffee. 

David Young

Strength and 
Conditioning Coach

Hometown: London, United Kingdom

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: David provides strength and conditioning 
services to the Hancock Prospecting Women’s 
National Training Centre in Penrith.

Outside of Rowing: David is a keen follower of 
many sports and regularly plays cricket and golf. 
He is also keen traveller and has lived in Australia 
since 2009. 

John Keogh

Head Women’s Coach

Hometown: Launceston, Australia

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: John is responsible for the delivery of the 
Hancock Prospecting Women’s National Training 
Centre program and is one of the national team 
selectors for the senior women’s crews. John 
writes the women’s programs, which he delivers, 
along with the two senior women’s coaches. 
He also travels, as the Head Women’s Coach, with 
the national team when they compete overseas. 

Outside of Rowing: John moved back to Australia 
in 2016, having spent the last 10 years working for 
GB Rowing and Rowing Canada. He loves to travel 
with his family and enjoys skiing and outdoor 
activities. 

Ellen Randell 

Senior Women’s Coach

Hometown: Sydney, Australia

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: One of two Senior Women’s Coaches, Ellen 
coaches athletes at the Hancock Prospecting 
Women’s National Training Centre in Penrith. She 
works alongside John Keogh and Tom Westgarth 
in delivering the women’s program in Penrith, is a 
women’s team selector and travels with the 
national team when they compete overseas.

Outside of Rowing: Ellen enjoys spending time 
with her family.

Tom Westgarth 

Senior Women’s Coach

Hometown: Queanbeyan, NSW, Australia

Based in: Sydney, Australia

Role: One of two Senior Women’s Coaches, 
Tom coaches athletes at the Hancock Prospecting 
Women’s National Training Centre in Penrith. 
He works alongside John Keogh and Ellen Randell 
in delivering the women’s program in Penrith, is a 
women’s team selector and travels with the 
national team when they compete overseas.

Outside of Rowing: Tom enjoys working on DIY 
projects at home and spending time with his family 
exploring all things outdoors including 
bushwalking, mountain biking and the beach.

Conny Draper 

Special Consultant – 
Biomechanics

Hometown: Stendal, Germany

Based in: Canada

Role: Conny has worked within rowing over a 
number of years and consults in the area of 
biomechanics for both national training centres 
and the senior national team. 

Outside of rowing: Conny enjoys spending time 
with her family, hiking and keeping active.

Rene Poulos 

Special Consultant – 
NTCs’ Psychologist

Hometown: Moree, New South Wales

Based in: Sydney, New South Wales 

Role: Rene is a Registered Psychologist with 
passionate and proven coaching expertise working 
with clients seeking transition guidance and 
opportunity for development. Her experience in 
managing the Personal Excellence Department at 
the NSW Institute of Sport combined with a career 
in TAFE Counselling and Career Development 
equip her well to deliver career development and 
transition services to athletes. She also works in 
private practice as well as being the leading 
psychologist at Crossing the Line.

Wayne Diplock

High Performance 
Operations Manager

Hometown: Rockhampton, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia 

Role: Wayne (also known as Dippa) oversees all of 
the logistics operation planning for Australia’s 
national teams. Wayne is also responsible for 
overseeing the operational management of the two 
National Training Centres and all High Performance 
events and activities. A key part of Wayne’s role is 
that of the Team Manager for the senior Australian 
Rowing Team for all overseas touring. 

Prior to his role in HP Operations, Wayne managed 
the National Talent ID and Development Program 
for Rowing Australia and also worked with Rowing 
Qld for 10 years in various roles prior to moving to 
Canberra.

Emily Partridge 

High Performance 
Administration Officer 
(Part-time)

Hometown: Mackay, Queensland

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Emily’s role sees her assist with the 
coordination of logistics and uniforms for national 
team and national training centre related activities 
and general high performance program support.

Outside of rowing: Currently researching the topic 
of Cryotherapy in a hope that when she becomes 
an “expert” Emily will be the first to be frozen like 
Hans Solo and sent to Planet B when Earth 
becomes inhospitable.

Georgie Lee 

High Performance 
Operations Coordinator 

Hometown: Bombala, Australia 

Based in: Canberra, Australia

Role: Georgie’s role at Rowing Australia sees her 
coordinate the logistics and uniform for national 
team and national training centre related activities, 
ASADA compliance management and general high 
performance program support.

Outside of rowing: Georgie once shook hands 
with the Queen, has met Jon Stevens and has 
flown a small plane.

Urs Graf 

Boatman 
(Contractor)

Hometown: Lucerne, Switzerland 

Based in: Wherever the ARTeam are during their 
competition season

Role: Urs has been working with the Australian 
Rowing Team for over 20 years, providing boat 
maintenance support at World Cups, World 
Championships, Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Gordon Marcks

Head Coach 
Para-rowing

Hometown: Cooma, Australia

Based in: Canberra, Australia 

Role: Gordon manages the Rowing Australia Para 
Rowing system from development through to 
national team performances at international 
competition. Particular emphasis is on preparing 
for World Championships and Paralympic Games. 

Outside of Rowing: Gordon grew up in Canberra 
and returned to the area to raise a family. He is 
particularly interested in the restoration of vintage 
motorcycles and maintaining a family bread baking 
tradition. He is an avid cyclist and competes in 
local track cycling events.

Ron Batt

Participation and 
Education Manager

Hometown: London, United Kingdom 

Based in: Canberra, Australia 

Role: Ron runs the Participation and 
Development areas at RA. The participation area 
includes finding ways to increase the numbers of 
people participating in rowing, both on water and 
through the growing indoor rowing market. Both 
the Riggers Sporting Schools program and the 
Australian Indoor Rowing Championships are also 
included. The Development area includes coach 
and umpire education programs as well as 
accreditation. The Illicit Drugs in Sport program is 
also under this role as is the RA website shop. 

Outside of Rowing: Ron emigrated from England in 
2000 to take a coaching opportunity. Married with 
two young children, when not engaged in family 
activities he enjoys riding his motorbike, especially 
now the MBA is completed! He is a Motorcycling 
Australia official.

Nadine Morrison

Participation and 
Education Coordinator

Hometown: Melbourne, Australia 

Based in: Canberra, Australia 

Role: Nadine works part time and assists with 
coach and official’s accreditation, the AIRC and 
the Sporting Schools Riggers program.

Outside of Rowing: Nadine loves running 
Canberra’s beautiful trails and spending time 
outdoors with her young twins. 

Kathleen Hextell

Indoor Rowing Officer 

Hometown: Nelson, New Zealand

Based in: Sydney, Australia 

Role: Kathleen consults for Rowing Australia in the 
area of participation, specifically around the area 
of Indoor Rowing, the Australian Indoor Rowing 
Championships and Sporting Schools. 

Outside of Rowing: Is there life outside of rowing? 
In addition to work with Rowing Australia, Kathleen 
is Head of Program - Rowing at a Sydney girls 
school, Senior coach at this school, President of 
Drummoyne Rowing Club, co-coordinator and 
coach of the rowing programs at Drummoyne. 
After also rowing as a competitive masters rower 
Kathleen loves spending time with her husband 
and two daughters.
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