
 
ROWING AUSTRALIA MASTERS COMMISSION  
Summary of Business 2020 
 
Rob Scott, Chair of RA, participated in the first meeting of the Commission for 2020 when he highlighted 
changes to future Olympic Rowing events including the anticipated introduction of Coastal Rowing and a 
reduction in Lightweight events. 

 
The Commission has discussed Coastal Rowing as an alternative event over the past 2 years. At a recent 
R.A.M.C. meeting, Sarah Cooke, Chair of the R.A. Coastal Rowing Working Group, advised the 
Commissioners of work being done to develop a strategic plan for this event in Australia, which is to 
include Masters rowers. 

 
Introduction of a men’s and women’s Lightweight Singles event at the Australia Masters Rowing 
Championships (AMRC) has received R.A. Board approval from 2021 onwards. 

 
Interstate eights age categories have been amended to allow a State to enter a C or an E age-group crew 
in the exceptional circumstance when they cannot form a D age-group crew. Standard approved 
handicaps will apply to such crews. 
 
Indoor Rowing continues to grow in popularity and Mr Ron Batt of the R.A. Indoor Rowing Working 
Group addressed the Commission in August on ways to encourage increased participation by Masters 
rowers in this alternative event. 
 
 An Interstate PR3 Para-rowing event at the AMRC is being planned, and to assist the Commission a 
survey is underway to ascertain the depth of Para-rowing skills and interest in each   
State. A trial of such an event would stimulate interest in Para-rowing at a Masters level. 
 
The Champion Club point score for the A.M.R.C. has been revised in line with the recently introduced 
FISA World Masters Regatta club point score. The point score now allocates points for all positions in 
Championship finals, and for placegetters in Mixed events.  
 
The table developed last year for additional handicaps for coxless fours and quads when competing 
against coxed boats was formally adopted by R.A. and included in the latest amendments to the Rules of 
Racing. 
 
A new model for hosting the annual A.M.R.C. has been implemented by the R.A. Board. It is a hybrid of 
the existing State rotation model and a new multi-year contract to host the event at a particular location. 
It is expected that this will result in better financial outcomes by securing funding from State entities 
such as Tourism, and Sport and Recreation Departments. 
 
The reconstituted R.A. Masters Commission was formed 8 years ago, and the Commission is embarking 
on the creation of a succession plan for our Commissioners in order to ensure the Commission remains 
active, relevant to, and engaged with all of the Australian Masters rowing community. 
 
For most of this unusual year, the Commissioners have provided State “COVID update” reports at each 
monthly meeting. These were instituted following the decision by R.A. Council in March to cancel the 
2020 AMRC, and have highlighted the diverse problems encountered in each State when trying to 
support and protect an active population of rowers. 
 
Ian Holzberger, CEO Rowing Queensland joined the RAMC in January as the Commissioner for 
Queensland, and in July Jason Dolbel joined as the Commissioner for Tasmania. 


